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Women Winning in Agriculture 

Agriculture - Always Adapting 

Program 

Friday March 26th 

Building 404 Charles Sturt University 

 

5.00 p.m.  

 * Registrations 

 * Wine & Cheese tasting at CSU 

 * Network with other Agricultural Women and Men 

Steve Tuck (Cellar Door assistant) and Barry Lillywhite  (cheese maker) will be in attendance.  

 

6.00 p.m. 

Building  404 Seminar Room 

 * Welcome 

 * Ms Alison Southwell  &  Ms Sandra Savocchia  
    CSU Agriculture courses, students and research 
 

 
7.00 p.m. 
 

Garden Court Restaurant & Reception Centre, Botanic Gardens  

 * Dinner (cocktail style) 

 * An evening with Ms Renata Brooks 
   Executive Director, Science, Innovation & Performance, Industry & Investment NSW 

 

9.30 p.m. Evening Close 

 



 

Saturday March 27th 

Garden Court Restaurant & Reception Centre, Botanic Gardens 

Session 1 

8.00 a.m. 
 * Registration / Networking/ Tea & Coffee 
9.00 a.m. 
 * Welcome - Liz Tomlinson, President NSW Women in Agriculture 

 * Welcome to Country - Ms Isobel Reid, Chair Wagga Wagga Aboriginal Elders Group 

 * Welcome to Wagga Wagga - Cr Kerry Pascoe,  Mayor Wagga Wagga City Council 

 * Official Opening - Mrs Kay Hull MP, Federal Member for Riverina 

9.30 a.m.  
    Professor Deirdre Lemerle    
    Professor of Agricultural Innovation CSU; 
    Director, EH Graham Centre for Agricultural Innovation 

10.30 a.m 

     Morning Tea & Networking 
      Kindly sponsored by Wagga Wagga City Council 
 

 

Session 2 

11.15 p.m. 
    Ms Lucinda Corrigan  
    Director, Rennylea Pastoral Co.;  
    Director MLA;  
    Deputy Chair Future Farm Industries CRC; 
    Member of Graham Centre Industry Advisory Committee. 

12.15 p.m. 
 Ms Danielle Anderson  
 Basin Community Committee, Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
 Reporting on behalf of the Engagement Committee of the MDBA 
 

12.30 p.m. 

 Lunch 

 



 

Session 3 

1.30 p.m. 

 * Travel to CSU campus 

 

1.45 p.m.  

 * Ms Alison Southwell - Presenter & facilitator 
    Staff, Post-graduate Students & Undergraduate Students of CSU 
     Agricultural Research at CSU 
     Processes of Scientific Research 
     Evidence-based reporting 
      

     This session will offer plenty of opportunity to interact with the researchers, to learn about their 
methods & techniques and to observe the projects. 
 
4.00 p.m. 

 *  Return to Garden Court Function Centre 

4.15 p.m. 

 * Afternoon Tea 
     Kindly sponsored by Manildra Flour Mills, the 'Gem of the West'. 
 

 * Walk through Botanic Gardens 
     Adjacent to venue 

 

Saturday Evening 

Garden Court Restaurant & Reception Centre, Botanic Gardens 

6.30 p.m. 

 * Pre-dinner drinks 

7.00 p.m. 

 * Symposium Dinner with Guest Speaker 

    Mrs Bev Adams 
    1995 ABC Radio Rural Woman of the Year 
 
  

 



 

Sunday March 28th 

8.00 a.m. - 8.30 a.m. 

 * Ecumenical Service 

8.30 a.m. 

 * Networking/Tea & Coffee 

Session 1 

8.45 a.m. - 10.15 a.m. 

 * Concurrent Workshops (as nominated on registration form) 
     See registration desk for order and location of workshops. 

  

Option A Option B Option C 

"Getting the Word Out" 
A short, sharp & entertaining 
introductory Media Training 

session. 
Presented by Paul McLoughlin 
Group Editor, Riverina Media Group 

"Women, Wealth & Wisdom" 
Examine and honour the wisdom 

of women in agriculture.  
  
Presented by Mary Brell, Director 
"Keys To Success", Orange 

"Relaxing with Song" 
You'll surprise yourself! No talent 

or skills  required. 
 

Presented by Maree McKay 
Director, Cowra Vocal Ensemble 

 

10.15 a.m. 

 * Morning tea  and networking 

 

Session 2  

10.45 a.m. - 12.15 p.m. 

 * Concurrent Workshops - second session  

 

12.15 p.m. 

 * Close  

12.30 p.m. 

 * Lunch 

If you enjoyed your walk through the Botanic Gardens and would like to see more before 

heading home, the Gardens are open and entry is free. 



Our Speakers 2010 

 

Ms Renata Brooks was appointed as Executive Director, Science, Innovation & 

Performance, Primary Industries in mid 2009. The Science, Innovation & 

Performance Division develops innovative solutions and technologies to enhance 

the growth, sustainability and biosecurity of primary industries. Renata has senior 

executive experience in resource management, fisheries, agriculture and 

biosecurity which is invaluable in her current role of further developing a focussed 

and effective research and development program. This experience includes 

service as Deputy Director-General, Agriculture, Biosecurity and Mine Safety (appointed March 

2008), Deputy-Director General, Agriculture and Fisheries (from November 2005), and, with the formation 

of the Department of Primary Industries in 2004, appointment as the inaugural Executive Director, 

Biosecurity, Compliance & Mine Safety. 

In NSW Agriculture, Ms Brooks was Chief, Division of Animal Industries, where she was responsible for 

research and extension relating to the livestock industries as well as NSW Agriculture's regulatory 

functions, animal health programs, laboratory services and emergency disease preparedness and 

response. She was Program Manager, Meat, Dairy & Intensive Livestock Products with NSW Agriculture for 

three years, successfully leading this important program to meet industry and community expectations. 

She also previously held the positions of Executive Assistant to the Deputy Director-General; Manager, 

Animal Welfare; and Senior Veterinary Officer with NSW Agriculture. 

In 1982, Renata was awarded a Bachelor of Veterinary Science by the University of Sydney, with first class 

honours. She worked in veterinary practice for five years before joining the NSW Department of Local 

Government as a veterinary officer. She obtained a Graduate Certificate in Bioethics from the University of 

Technology, Sydney, in 1993. 

 

Professor Deirdre Lemerle is Professor of Agricultural Innovation CSU & 

Director, EH Graham Centre for Agricultural Innovation based at CSU. 

Professor Lemerle has over 20 years experience in agricultural research, as a 

Principal Research Scientist with NSW DPI (now Industry & Investment NSW) and as 

a Program Leader in the Cooperative Research Centre for Australian Weed 

Management, developing integrated weed management practices for Australian 

farmers and managing the national weed research and policy agenda. The objective 

of her current position, since 2005, is to develop a collaborative capacity in 

research, extension, education and training to deliver profitable, adaptive and sustainable agricultural 

systems for future Australian rural industries. 

Research, development and innovation are foundations for our ability to adapt to changing conditions. 

Professor Lemerle is well placed to survey the R&D needs of the farming community as well as direct 

research. (www.csu.edu.au/research/grahamcentre/people/participants/lemerle_deirdre) 



Lucinda Corrigan  and husband Bryan run a very large multi-property cattle 

genetics enterprise from their farm in the Murray Valley east of Albury. Their 

business features 900 performance recorded cows. In 1994 they won the 

Seedstock Producer of the Year award which opened doors to many new 

opportunities. Their business has become the largest seller of Angus genetics at 

auction in NSW.  

Lucinda credits her childhood experiences with her father, in the shearing shed 

and in the paddocks with the merinos as sowing the seeds of her love of 

farming.  Lucinda says she was always really clear that agriculture would be her  

future and never equivocated from that dream.  

With a degree in Ag Science Lucinda started working in agribusiness. She has had a stint the goat industry  

and been CEO of the Australian Cashmere Growers Association. Lucinda & Bryan have farmed goats and 

sheep as well as the cattle but in the mid 1990's they  sold the goats and offloaded the sheep in the  2002-

03 drought deciding  to focus on cattle.  "We recognise we are now very focused specialist genetics 

producers, and that is where our strengths are." (Source:www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/rwn/activities/daring-to-

dream/stories/spotlight/lucinda-corrigan) 

 

Mrs Bev Adams AM is our guest speaker at the symposium dinner. 

Bev is passionate about breeding beef cattle and prides herself in running a 

premium herd of Charolais.  IŜǊ слл ŀŎǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ Ψ{ŀƴǎ ¢ŀŎƘŜΩΣ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊ 

Scone in the Upper Hunter Valley. Bev and husband Geoff moved to the 

property in 1972. {ƛƴŎŜ DŜƻŦŦΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мфунΣ .ŜǾ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ 

manager of the property, employing casual contractors as required. 

Bev is an amazing and inspiring lady. She was the ABC Radio Rural Woman 

of the Year for NSW in 1995. The past four years of drought have 

challenged her commercial bull enterprise and personal resilience. She has had to make hard decisions, 

such as selling some of her prime stock, to ensure the farm survives, and she has no plans to retire or leave 

rural life. Bev has been an active member of the Scone community.  Bev was awarded an Order of Australia 

in 2001 for Services to Local Government, the Community and Conservation. 

 

Dr Alison Southwell  is Associate Lecturer in Agricultural Systems and 

Extension at Charles Sturt University and coordinator of the subjects 

'Professional practice in Agriculture and Horticulture' and 'Introduction to 

Agricultural and Horticultural Systems'. Dr Southwell assists with the subject 

'Agricultural extension' and coordinates work experience within the Bachelor 

of Applied Science (Agriculture) degree. She is also involved in the State 

Government's "Science in Schools" initiative.  

After graduating from the University of New England with BRurSc (Hons), Dr Southwell worked in private 

industry, including the wool and cotton industries and a private research organisation.  



Dr Southwell enrolled for PhD studies with Charles Sturt University (CSU) in 2002 investigating the soil 

water dynamics beneath native pasture communities. The scope of the investigations enabled Dr 

Southwell to work with scientists in a range of disciplines, industry partners and farmers, conducting farm 

experiments and constructing simulation models.  

While undertaking PhD studies Dr Southwell assisted with delivery the agricultural systems component of 

CSU's BAppSc (Agriculture) degree.  

Dr Southwell joined the staff of CSU in 2007. 

 

Dr Sandra Savocchia is Senior Lecturer in Viticulture at Charles Sturt 

University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Workshop Presenters 2010 

 

"Getting the Word Out"  - Presented by Paul McLoughlin, Group Editor, Riverina Media Group. 
 

 

                                                                                         
 
 
 
"Women, Wealth & Wisdom" - Presented by Ms Mary Brell, Director,"Keys to Success".  

                                                                                          
 
 
 
"Relaxing With Song" - Presented by Maree McKay, Vice-president NSW Women in Agriculture. 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped with this symposium: 

Alison Southwell 

Julie Clements 

Barry Lillywhite  - CSU cheese maker 

Steve Tuck  - CSU cellar door assistant  

Simon and Lorraine at the Garden Court 



Thanks to Our Sponsors 

2010 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                          


